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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2012
A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY  
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services
Proposal to change General Education program passes
Grand Valley’s University Academic Senate 
approved curriculum changes to the General 
Education program in late January that will  
create a new “Issues” requirement and add  
four skills goals for students.
Roger Gilles, chair of the General Education 
Committee, said attention will now turn to 
developing summer workshops for faculty 
members to learn more about proposing 
courses to fit the new requirements.
Issues courses will eventually replace the 
Theme courses that build on a student’s 
Foundation and Cultures courses. “This makes 
sense for these upper-level requirements,” said 
Gilles, professor of writing. “Once students 
have taken courses in their major, they will be  
ready to connect their academic study with  
issues in the world.”
Issues courses will be introduced during the 
2013-2014 academic year and offered as a 
choice for students alongside Theme courses. 
All freshman and new transfer students will 
be taking Issues courses 
by 2014-2015 as Theme 
courses are phased out.
Gilles said the four new skills 
goals — ethical reasoning, 
quantitative literacy, 
collaboration, and problem 
solving — that were added 
will help prepare students 
for civic and professional 
life in the 21st century.
The Student Senate 
unanimously supported 
the proposed changes to 
the GE program. Gilles 
said program tweaks are 
necessary on occasion.
“Every so often, programs like General 
Education need to change,” he said. “It gives 
a chance for faculty, staff and students to 
refocus and think about why we have these 
courses and why developing skills like 
collaboration and written communication 
are necessary in today’s world.”
Program changes are detailed online at  
www.gvsu.edu/gened.
Across Campus
Grand Valley launches 
online publication
Wake is a verb meaning to rouse from sleep.  
As a noun the word also means the aftereffects 
or the result of something. Both pertain 
to Grand Valley’s aptly named online 
publication, Wake: Great Lakes Thought & 
Culture, found at www.wakegreatlakes.org.
Editor Chris Haven, associate professor of 
writing, said the new publication started 
in October 2010, following the final issue 
of the Grand Valley Review, for which he 
served as editor since 2004. In defining the 
transformation, Haven said Wake is not a 
replacement for the Review, but it certainly 
stands on the shoulders of what Grand Valley  
has built this past half-century.
“The Grand Valley Review evolved from 
the early years, as an extension of internal 
faculty meetings and discussions, to the 
later sharing of field-specific scholarship,” 
said Haven. “I see Wake as another step 
in the evolution of Grand Valley.” 
Through Haven’s discussions with Provost 
Gayle R. Davis and Wendy Wenner, dean 
of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies, Wake has a mission to look outward, 
into the broad region of the Great Lakes, and 
celebrate the connections found there.
Wake consists of poetry, fiction, nonfiction, 
artwork and photography with a focus on the 
region from contributors throughout the  
Great Lakes. The online quarterly promotes 
engagement via social media and has an 
interactive blog with special topics such as the 
current Great Lakes MixTape Project, which  
seeks readers’ suggestions of songs and 
musicians that best reflect the underlying 
musical culture of the region. 
“Wake shares a goal similar to the Review 
in that it aims to foster conversation,” said 
Haven. “In Wake, those conversations might 
help us discover, explore and celebrate what 
it means to be the people and culture of the 
Great Lakes. I like to think of Grand Valley 
as aiming high, and I hope Wake can be a 
Great Lakes version of the New Yorker.”
Nominations sought 
for student award
Faculty and staff members are reminded that 
nominations for the Kenneth R.  
Venderbush Student Leadership Award are  
Danielle Wiese Leek, associate professor of communications, leads a class. 
University Academic Senate recently passed proposed changes to the 
General Education program, including adding four skills goals for students.
Pictured is Wake, Grand Valley’s new online 
publication. It follows Grand Valley Review.
continues on page 2
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Students living in the International House  
(Murray Living Center) initiated a “freecycle”  
program that provides the campus community  
with a sustainable way to give back and  
provides incoming international students  
housing necessities.
When students move out at the end of winter 
semester, Derek Plumb, assistant living center  
director, said international students will 
reach out to the campus community to 
collect pots and pans, silverware, dishes, 
clothes hangers, small appliances, and other 
household items in good condition. The 
collected items will then be donated to next 
year’s incoming international students. 
Douwe Driehuis, an International House 
resident assistant, realized the benefits a 
program like this would have shortly after he 
arrived at Grand Valley from the Netherlands.
“I arrived at GVSU with only my clothes, I 
immediately had to go out and buy everything I 
needed to build up a new existence,” he said.  
“It can get expensive, and if this program would 
have been available to me that would have been  
a great help.” 
Most international students at Grand Valley find 
themselves in a similar situation, Plumb said, 
and it can add to their overall study abroad cost. 
Collection boxes will be set up in upperclass-
student living centers. International students 
arriving at Grand Valley in the fall semester 
will then be invited to a market-style event 
to shop for items at no cost to them. 
“We’ve already had one successful run, 
collecting things last year and giving them out  
this past fall,” Plumb said. 
“We’re hoping to create a critical mass amount 
of stuff, so that way it can be freecycled 
with each incoming group of international 
students. Not only is this program super 
sustainable, but it’s also helping to create a 
culture of giving back to one’s community.” 
International students seek household items
due in the Dean of Students Office (202 Student Services Building)  
no later than 5 p.m. on Friday, February 17.  
The award will be presented to a senior at the Student Awards 
Ceremony on April 16. Criteria for nominations and an online 
form are at www.gvsu.edu/dos. Paper copies should be sent 
in a sealed envelope marked “confidential” with indication 
that the nomination is for the Venderbush award.
Johnson Center to organize data 
for team using grant to help kids
A division of the Johnson Center for Philanthropy will work as part 
of a team that has been awarded a grant to help local children.
The $765,000 grant from the Wallace Foundation was presented 
February 1 and will benefit from matching funds to help several 
area nonprofit organizations serve underprivileged youth and 
increase their access to quality, engaging after-school care.
The Community Research Institute division of the Johnson Center 
will compile data about many different variables, and provide that 
information to many community partners and nonprofits to allow 
them to best use their resources to help families who need it most. 
“This work builds on existing community assets and is a step toward 
improving educational outcomes for our youth,” said Jim Edwards, 
executive director of the Johnson Center. “The Johnson Center’s 
CRI is proud to partner with the Expanded Learning Opportunities 
network to strengthen the quality of after-school programming 
through the development of enhanced data sharing systems.”
The portion of the grant that will benefit the Community Research 
Institute will be distributed by the Johnson Center, which is 
just one of many recipients of the grant funds. Funds will help 
organizations increase both quality and access to the programs.
Grant money will be used to make sure high-quality programs 
are available to Grand Rapids-area children after school.
Mason earns MCC award
The Michigan 
Campus Compact 
named Julia 
Mason, assistant 
professor of 
women and 
gender studies, 
the Grand Valley 
recipient of its 
Community 
Service Learning 
Award.
Mason received 
the award at 
MCC’s 2012 
Institute, 
held in late 
January in East Lansing. Presidents from each MCC member 
institution nominate a faculty member for the award that recognizes 
outstanding service learning and community engagement.
Mason has been instrumental in developing and helping lead the  
Women’s Community Collaborative, a unique course that combines  
classroom theory with service-learning opportunities for students.  
The course, sponsored by WGS and the Women’s Center, is offered  
each winter semester.
“Our WCC students have served more than 6,000 hours of service,”  
Mason said.
She is also a member of the Martin Luther King Jr. Executive Planning 
Committee and co-chaired the Day of Service; this year, participants 
volunteered in honor of King and civil rights leader Gloria Richardson.
Mason said she was exposed to service learning as an undergraduate 
student, when she spent a semester helping in a school for Lakota 
continued from page 1
Photo courtesy of Community Service Learning Center 
Pictured are, from left, Jeff Mutch, Julia Mason, Valerie 
Jones and President Thomas J. Haas at the MCC Institute in 
East Lansing.
continues on page 3
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Pictured are Derek Plumb, left, and Douwe 
Driehuis in Murray Living Center.
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Writers Series will feature playwright 
The next presenter in the GVSU Writers Series will be playwright, 
director, professor and literary manager Randy Wyatt; his visit is set for  
Monday, February 13, with a 4 p.m. craft talk and 5:15 p.m. reading. Both  
events will be in the Kirkhof Center, rooms 2215/2216, and are free  
and open to the public.
Wyatt is currently the theater program director and assistant professor of 
theater at Aquinas College. His work has been recognized by the Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival and the Grand Awards of West 
Michigan. His children’s plays include “Brave Little Tailor” and “Rising  
Sun, Rising Moon” and have toured to schools throughout Minnesota  
and the Grand Rapids area.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar, or contact 
Caitlin Horrocks, assistant professor of writing, at x18022.
Film series aims to raise 
environmental awareness
The Sierra Club’s Michigan Chapter and the School of Communications 
have joined forces to introduce people to the club’s chapter and call  
attention to environmental issues in Michigan. A film series and  
membership drive kicks off with a free screening of the award-winning  
documentary “Gasland,” Thursday, February 16, 7-9 p.m., in the DeVos  
Center, Loosemore Auditorium.  
Another environmental film screening at Grand Valley is planned for 
April 5, as well as student recruitment activities, including a wilderness 
outing hosted by faculty members John Philbin and John Schmit.  
“Gasland,” an Oscar-nominated, Emmy-winning film by Josh Fox, offers  
a first-person account of the filmmaker’s quest to find out more about  
hydraulic fracturing –“ fracking” for short – an increasingly popular  
method of extracting deep-seated natural gas that has come to  
Michigan in recent years. 
The Sierra Club/Grand Valley collaboration honors the 45th anniversary  
of the Sierra Club’s Michigan Chapter and the 120th of the national  
organization, and marks the 25th anniversary of the Michigan  
Wilderness Act. 
For details about the Grand Valley events, contact Philbin at x13608. 
Presidents’ Ball will be ‘Wonderland’
President Thomas J. Haas and Student 
Senate President Natalie Cleary are 
hosting the 26th annual Presidents’ Ball 
on Friday, February 17. The theme is  
“Wandering in Wonderland” and 
the night will be full of visual 
references of the classic children’s 
story, “Alice in Wonderland.” 
The top five Laker5 winners will be  
announced at the event, and the Laker  
of the Year award and Student Award  
for Faculty Excellence recipients 
will be recognized.
The event will be held at the DeVos 
Place, 303 Monroe Ave. NW, in Grand 
Rapids. The cocktail hour will start at 
5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m., and dance 
from 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. A jazz lounge 
for faculty and staff members will be 
available for quiet conversations.
Limited tickets will be available for pre-sale only at the 20/20 Desk 
in the Kirkhof Center. The price for the dinner and dance is $30 and 
the price for the dance is $10. Tickets will not be sold at the door. 
MLive president will speak 
about changes
Changes in journalism, especially locally, will be the topic in the next  
SOC HOPP (School of Communications, Hear Other Professors  
and Professionals) series.
Dan Gaydou, former publisher of the Grand Rapids Press and now 
president of MLive Media Group, will speak about the changes in  
journalism and the Press’ transitions to MLive. The event is Monday, 
February 20, at 6 p.m. in the DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium.  
The event is free and open to the public.
For more information, contact Tim Penning, associate professor of  
communications, at x13478, or penning@gvsu.edu.
What’s Ahead
Lauren Kearcher, left, presents 
Danielle DeMuth with the Student 
Award for Faculty Excellence at 
the 2011 Presidents’ Ball. This 
year’s event is Friday at DeVos 
Place.
children. “I learned so much from that 
experience,” she said. “As a faculty member, 
I’m always looking at course content and 
trying to offer opportunities for students to 
be engaged in their communities in new ways 
that are sustainable and mutually beneficial.”
Grand Valley’s Community Service Learning  
Center helped nominate Mason for the award.
A/P subcommittee 
taking nominations
The Administrative/Professional Awards 
Subcommittee seeks nominations for five 
awards: Outstanding Team Project, Service 
to Community, Commitment to Students, 
Commitment to Diversity, and Innovation.
Nominations are taken online at www.gvsu.
edu/ap/awards; the deadline is March 2.
Haas receives award
President Thomas J. Haas has received an  
Outstanding Alumni Award from the University 
of Michigan School of Public Health’s 
Environmental Health Sciences Department.
Haas will be honored March 23 at an event  
celebrating the 125th anniversary of the  
department. 
Haas earned a master’s degree in 
environmental health sciences from U-M in 
1977; he also earned a master’s in chemistry 
from U-M in 1976. Haas is an honors graduate 
of the U.S. Coast Guard Academy. He also 
earned a master’s degree in human resources 
management from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute and a doctorate in chemistry 
from the University of Connecticut.
Haas is a retired captain after 23 years of 
commissioned service in the USCG and 
is an internationally recognized expert in 
hazardous material transportation, strategic 
planning and higher education leadership.  
Home energy-saving test 
available through April
Conserving energy and saving money is 
important to liberal studies professor Justin 
Pettibone, which is why he jumped on the  
opportunity to participate in a home energy  
assessment program offered to Grand Valley  
faculty and staff members.
Funded by a grant from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, the BetterBuildings for 
Michigan initiative provides a home energy 
audit and other services that can improve 
home energy performance and lower utility 
bills. The cost for participants from Grand 
Valley is $100, which is a $300-500 value. 
During an assessment, qualified contractors 
will uncover where and how much energy 
a home is wasting, install energy-saving 
measures such as efficient light bulbs, 
pipe wrap and new thermostats.
Pettibone said contractors explained everything 
they were doing during the assessment in 
his house and put together a customized, 
20-page energy audit, which included a list 
of priorities to increase energy efficiency. 
Faculty and staff members living in the City  
of Grand Rapids will receive access to a  
zero-interest APR home energy loan up to  
$20,000, utility rebates from energy 
companies and 20 percent off any 
improvements from the program. 
Faculty and staff members who live outside  
Grand Rapids will receive utility rebates and 
low-interest financing options to make  
home improvements. 
The offer for Grand Valley faculty and staff  
members is available through April. Learn  
more at www.bbmgr.org.
Across Campus
continued from page 2
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In the News
Jim Schaub, adjunct professor of 
communications, was interviewed by WOOD-
TV’s “Eight West” and WGVU’s “Newsmakers” 
for stories about his documentary film  
“Up From The Bottoms.” 
Sketches
Sister Lucia Treanor, affiliate professor 
of writing, wrote a book, The Symmetrical 
Patterning of Franciscan Writings of the Later 
Middle Ages, published by Mellen Press. She 
also gave a presentation, “Palindromic Structure 
in English Literature,” at the Michigan 
College English Association Conference.
Autism Education Center received a grant 
from the Autism Speaks Foundation for a 
project, “START Building Your Future.”
Police Academy received a grant from the 
Michigan Department of State Police for the 
2012 Police Precision Driving program.
Arnold (Arn) Boezaart, director of the 
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy 
Center, hosted a panel discussion on Global 
Opportunities in Renewable Energy at the West 
Michigan World Trade Association meeting.
The following faculty members from the 
Department of Mathematics gave presentations 
at the Joint Mathematics Meetings in 
Boston, Massachusetts: Jonathan Hodge, 
Robert Talbert, Aldo-Hilario Cruz-Cota, 
Teresita Ramirez-Rosas, Sukanya Basu, 
Steven Schlicker and Edward Aboufadel.
John Kilbourne, professor of movement 
science, wrote a guest column, “Michigan 
Should Make Fitness a Priority,” published  
in the Grand Rapids Press.
Monica Johnstone, director of CLAS 
communications and advancement, created 
a textile work, “Kiwi’s Nocturne: Stargazing 
through the Veil,” which was accepted 
in a juried exhibition that will travel to 
cities in Australia and New Zealand.
Grand Valley was featured as a spotlight 
in the Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education Newsletter, 
which is sent to more than 11,000 individuals. 
Nael Barakat, associate professor of 
engineering and mechanical engineering 
chair, gave a presentation, “Nanotechnology 
and Society,” at a monthly meeting for the 
Michigan Society of Professional Engineers.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Feb. 13
10 a.m.: Human Resources Career 
Connections hosts “Personal Branding and 
Presentation Strategy: What Message Are 
You Sending?” Call x12215 for more infor-
mation.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Healthy 
Mondays. FH. Call x12215 for information.
4 p.m.: Writers Series hosts Randy Wyatt. 
2215/2216 KC. Call x18022 for more infor-
mation.
6 p.m.: World Affairs Council Global Decisions 
Discussion Series: “The Cyber Frontier: 
Cyberspace Confronts Cybercrime,” by 
Sheila R. Ronis. Performing Arts Center, 
Aquinas College. 
8 p.m.: Artist Faculty Series. Marlen Vavikova, 
oboe, and Gregory Crowell, organ. CDC. 
Call x13484 for more information.
Tues., Feb. 14
Noon: Positive Black Women host Third 
Annual Poetry Jam. 2250 KC. Call x12177 
for more information.
1 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Strategies for 
Teaching Large Classes. 302 DEV. Call 
x13498 for more information.
4:30 p.m.: Islamic Awareness Week Event: 
“The Spirituality of Islam,” by Halim 
Naeem. CDC.
Wed., Feb. 15
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion.
Noon: Arts at Noon: Andreas Klein, pianist. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information.
4 p.m.: Asian Pacific American Islander 
Heritage Event: “Human Rights, Civil 
Rights, and Islam,” by Lena F. Masri. 2250 
KC. Call x12177 for more information.
6 p.m.: Psychology hosts Projection Film 
Series, “Dinner in the Dark.” 114 LMH. Call 
x12195 for more information.
Thurs., Feb. 16
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.
9 a.m.: FTLC Workshop: Strategies for 
Teaching Large Classes. 167 LOH. Call 
x13498 for more information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts, “Have You 
Heard from Johannesburg? – The New 
Generation,” by Marlene Kowalski-Braun. 
1201 KC. Call x12748 for more information.
Fri., Feb. 17
Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty and Staff 
Friday. 302E DEV. Call x12922 for more 
information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts, “Teens, Sexts, 
& Media.” 102 HOL. Call x12748 for more 
information.
Noon: Black History Month Event: A Taste of 
Soul. Lobby KC. Call x12177 for more infor-
mation.
1 p.m.: Excellence Series: “Allies & Advocates 
Training,” by M.J. Thiel. 2270 KC. Register 
at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
2 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs 
CinemAwareness: “More than a Month.” 
1240 KC. Call x12177 for more information.
5:30 p.m.: Presidents’ Ball. DeVos Place 
Convention Center, Grand Rapids. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/presidentsball for more 
information.
Sun., Feb. 19
3 p.m.: 21st Annual High School Honors Band 
Concert with GVSU Symphonic Wind 
Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information.
8 p.m.: Choral Concert featuring University 
Arts Chorale and Select Women’s 
Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information.
GRBJ newsmaker
Photo courtesy of Grand Rapids Business Journal
The Grand Rapids Business Journal named 
Grand Valley ‘Newsmaker of the Year,’ citing 
its economic impact on the community 
through two major construction projects, 
the Mary Idema Pew Library Learning & 
Information Commons and the L. William 
Seidman Center. Provost Gayle R. Davis 
accepted the plaque.
